
ACCESSORIES TO 
AID ONE’S TRAVEL

1:30PM-3:00PM Pullman Car 1
Jason R. Merrill of Blackbird Finery presents 
various travel cases and accessories that 
helped make travel bearable for Victorians. 
It wasn’t all steamer trunks and carpetbags.

WRITING A
MURDER MYSTERY

1:30PM-3:00PM  Lecture
Love murder/detective stories? Want to 
know what goes into writing one? Perhaps 
you’re interested in writing one and want 
to know where to start. Come discuss the 
process with urban fantasy (and detective 
noir) author D. Lieber.

HISTORICAL
SWORDPLAY

1:30PM-3:00PM  Pullman Car 4
The gentleman’s guide to the art of the 
sword. A discussion and demonstration of 
Edwardian and Victorian fencing. A dueling 
demonstration of epee and foil competition. 
The Airship Iron Rose

TEA ROOM 
Hours: 3:00PM - 6:00PM

(Entrance stamp must be purchased at registration)

AN INTRODUCTION
TO STEAM POWER
3:00PM-4:30PM  Pullman Car 1

Lamenting that you missed the Age of 
Steam? Fear not! Steam power is still all 
around us, providing heat and power around 
the world for utilities, transportation, 
and recreation. If you’re curious about 
steam or looking for that extra little dash 
of realism for your next story, come and 
learn about the history and operation of 
boilers, steam engines, and turbines, as well 
as the past and present of steam power. 
Chris Sandberg

BUTLERS: 
MOST INDISPENSABLE FOR

ADVENTURE AND TEATIME 
3:00PM-4:30PM  Pullman Car 2

How could one live without a butler! Join 
Madame Askew and the Grand Arbiter as 
we discuss both real and fictional butlers 
and how they serve their respective masters 
with aplomb and dignity.

WEIRD CHRISTMAS
HOW THE VICTORIANS 

VIEWED THE HOLIDAY
3:00PM-4:30PM  Pullman Car 3

Strange customs and even more bizarre 
Christmas cards are just the tip of the 
iceberg. HRH Hastings II

DEALERS 
ROOM

Hours: 4:00PM-7:00PM 
(Open To All Attendees)

THE HISTORY 
OF STEAM!

4:30PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 1
STEAM: as Steampunks we love it, but do 
we really know what it is, why it’s useful, 
and what cool stuff has been done with it? 
We will learn about types of steam; how it 
can kill and destroy; interesting uses; how 
to go fast; and why carrots don’t cook in 
Denver. Whether you’re an author, maker, 
or simply want a better understanding of 
our core element, this is the panel for you! 
Herkimer Hoodlum B.S. M.S. P.E.

AROUND THE
WORLD IN

UNDER 80 DAYS!
4:30PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 2

On Thursday, November 14th, 1889 (our 
Thursday in TeslaCon time--), sensational 
reporter Nellie Bly was dispatched to circle 
the globe and beat the time of Jules Verne’s 
Phileas Fogg. BUT—so was Elizabeth 
Bisland, another young woman writer, who 
went westward on the same challenge. Who 
were they? What did they see in their largely 
non-stop 24,800+ miles? Did they both 
succeed? And what happened afterward? 
Georgie Schnobrich

TESLACON: 
HISTORY!
IMMERSION EVENT

4:30PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 3
HRH Hastings II takes you through ten 
years of stories, fun and “almosts” and 
explains why his imagination is usually 
above the budget of the convention. Or 
what it could have been like, if we had the 
10 million dollar budget.

SNEAKEASY 
LOCKPICK VILLAGE 

(AND DUELING)
4:30PM-6:00PM Lecture

Want to learn how to pick a lock? Want to 
stay OUT of jail? Stop by during our lock 
picking workshop; we’ll be running a short 
class every 10 minutes, with practice gear 
available so you can plan along. Matt Domko 
& Michelle Domko

MAKING BEAUTIFUL
ANIMATED LIGHTS FOR

COSTUMES AND PROPS
6:00PM-7:30PM Pullman Car 2

Learn how to program LEDs for industrial 
and organic looks in props and costumes. 
Learn about LED types, controllers, 
and animated color control techniques.  
Hollis Lumen Lovelace

WHITE CRANE
FESTIVAL DINNER
6:00PM-7:30PM Pullman Car 4

(Tickets were purchased in advance)

THE ART
OF NICHOLAS

ROERICH
7:30PM-9:00PM Pullman Car 1

Nicholas Roerich was a Russian painter, 
writer, archaeologist, theosophist, 
philosopher, and public figure heavily 
influenced by the esotericism. A man 
of many talents he was a notable 
artist who was heavily influenced by 
travels through Central Asia and Tibet. 
April Lionheart, Elliott James
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GUILTY
BY GASLAMP 

DETECTIVES AND CRIMINALS 
OF THE STEAM ERA

7:30PM-9:00PM Pullman Car 2
Find out about the era’s real and fictional 
vexing cases and the detectives who tried to 
solve them. If you love reading and watching 
mysteries, you won’t want to miss this 
chance to build your must-check-out list! 
Phoebe Darqueling

13 GEARS
February 15th-16th, 2020

www.13gearsMN.com 

DOC PHINEAS
7:30PM-9:00PM Pullman Car 3

Meet the man, the one and only. Allow him 
to introduce himself and tell you about 
himself to a whole new region of fans. 
Get to know this legendary Steampunk 
ambassador of fun.

WELCOME 
TO TESLACON

7:30PM-9:00PM Lecture
HRH Hastings II and others introduce you 
to TeslaCon and answer questions for you 
before the weekend starts.

This is intended for NEW members of the 
convention, or those who want to brush up.

INTERNATIONAL
MILLINER

7:30PM-9:30PM Maker Room
Drop-in make-and-take thrifted hat 
decorating workshop. Trims, and tools 
provided. Selection of $3 hats available 
(or bring your own). Tips accepted… 
Mary Prince

THE GREAT GAME: 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN RIVALRY

IN CENTRAL ASIA
9:00PM-11:00PM  Pullman Car 1

The Russian Expansion into Central Asia 
was a direct threat to the British Empire’s 
holdings in India. How the British 
responded and carried out a clandestine 
campaign against this expansion. Why 
places like Afghanistan and the Central 
Asian States became places of strategic in 
the age of Imperial expansion. Dr. St. John 
Cholmondeley-Featherstonhaugh

CLOCKWORK
COMPANIONS

11:30AM-1:00PM Lecture
A guide to design and build simple 
animatronic creatures utilizing the arduino 
platform and hobby grade materials. 
T/Sgt Claudius Van Der Graffe

BROOCH CREATION: 
A TASTE OF

DRAGON-SCALE
11:30AM-1:00PM Maker Room

Make a brooch with dragon scale chain 
mailing techniques. I will demonstrate 
the technique and then walk amongst the 
group to assist as needed. Included will be 
all supplies necessary- a pin, dragon scales, 
rings and various adornments such as 
feathers, charms or ribbons to make sure 
this brooch is a perfect representation of 
your personality! $5 fee to cover cost of 
supplies. Kitty MacGriegher

HISTORICAL
SWORDPLAY

11:30AM-1:00PM Pullman Car 4
The gentleman’s guide to the art of the 
sword. A discussion and demonstration of 
Edwardian and Victorian fencing. A dueling 
demonstration of epee and foil competition. 
The Airship Iron Rose

SHPYING!
SPYING BASICS
IMMERSION EVENT

1:00PM-2:00PM Pullman Car 1
Join Erik Treppenwitz, master spy, as he 
teaches you the basics of “Shpying”. After 
attending this workshop, Erik guarantees 
that you will at least be as good of a spy 
as he is. Infiltration, Counter-Intelligence, 
Double Agent; These are all words Erik 
looked up the meanings for just for you! 
So come, and learn from the best we’ve got! 
Erik Treppenwitz

FU MANCHU, 
SAX ROHMER, 

AND THE YELLOW PERIL
1:00PM-2:00PM Pullman Car 1

In Fu Manchu, author Sax Rohmer created 
one of the most enduring and influential 
literary villains, which spawned emulations 
in print, film, and comics. This presentation 
examines the racist origins of the character, 
his portrayal in cinema, and the vast 
influence the figure of Fu Manchu has had 
on the pulps, science fiction, and adventure 
writing. Gregory Rihn

GHOSTS OF
THE RAILROAD

9:00PM-11:00PM  Pullman Car 2
If there is going to be a murder on the 
train, the ghosts most certainly will follow. 
Hauntings occurs after violence and 
tragedy, and trains are no exception to 
this rule. There are many strange things 
that have been witnessed late at night, in 
the middle of nowhere, on the railroad. 
Come hear some of these haunting stories. 
Ghost Host Lisa

MYSTERY,
MADNESS,
MAYHEM

AND MURDER:
COCKTAILS ON THE  

ORIENT EXPRESS (18+)
9:00PM-11:00PM  Pullman Car 3

The History of Famous Cocktails drunk 
by even more famous people who 
drank on the Orient Express. Baba Teddy,  
Lady Kate Henriott

YASS QUEEN: 
THE PHILOSOPHICAL, 

LINGUISTIC, AND HISTORICAL 
IMPACT OF QUEER IDENTITIES  

IN VICTORIAN ETIQUETTE
9:00PM-11:00PM  Lecture

Join Madame Askew and the Grand Arbiter 
as they host a Salon to discuss how Queer 
Literary Icons such as Oscar Wilde and 
Emily Dickinson shaped and were shaped 
by the Victorian era and provide us insight 
into the Queer Experience of the time. 
Madame Askew, Grand Aribter

INTERNATIONAL
MILLINER

9:30PM-11:00PM Maker Room
Informal hat decorating session. You can 
bring your own hat, or basic hats will be 
available for sale at cost ($3). I have a stash 
of decorating materials, and will welcome 
additional supplies (and tips). Mary Prince

GENEVA STEAM
March 13th-15th, 2020
www.GenevaSteam.com 

VIEW IT IN 3D:
19TH CENTURY STYLE

1:00PM-2:00PM Pullman Car 3
3D photographs originated in the 19th 
century. Learn how these stereoscopic 
photographs were taken and how they 
became the first visual mass media. See 
some of these early images in digital 
format and discover some great resources. 
Sarah Wendorf

TESLATION 1:
PART 1

1:00PM-2:30PM Lecture
Telling Stories from his ‘Teslation’ series, 
author Baba Teddy (Ted Jauw) introduces 
his second installment in the serial. Using 
true stories, paranormal places, myths, 
legends, cryptozoology and real people from 
history, the author weaves a tale that time 
travels from a place near TeslaCon and ends 
up at the Columbia Exposition of 1893 in 
a climactic Aeroship Battle over Tesla’s ‘City 
of Light’. The second novel begins in a place 
named after James Madison and who knows 
where or how it will end... Baba Teddy

HAND SEWN
PASSPORT POUCH 

1:00PM-2:00PM  Maker Room
Sew a small, reversible fabric pouch to 
keep your passport handy; may be worn 
on your belt or around your neck. Kit 
includes everything you need. Experience 
not necessary. Carol (Lady Fontayne Pen-ship, 
Steamstress) Thomas

STEAMPUNK 
SYMPOSIUM
March 27th-29th, 2020

www.SteampunkSymposium.com 

HASTINGS HASTY 
CROWN GAME

1:00PM-2:00PM Pullman Car 4
Join the king in a fun romp of food, 
crowns and hysterical laughter in a game 
of absolute silliness.

THE SILK ROAD OF 
OUR ANCESTORS

2:00PM-3:00PM Pullman Car 1
Why have we found  silks in Viking graves?  
The Silk Road existed long before the 
late HRM Queen Victoria & the British 
Empire.  Come hear how trinkets, baubles, 
silk, spices and ideas journeyed much 
further and wider than we ever believed 
possible. Stephen Poe

TEA ROOM 
Hours: 11:00AM - 6:00PM

(Entrance stamp must be purchased at registration)

CENTURY OF
THE BEARD

10:00AM-11:30AM Pullman Car 1
The Nineteenth Century was a renaissance 
of facial adornment and experimentation. 
Never before or since has the beard been 
such an exquisite and varied presentation 
of unabashed masculinity. Herein, find 
but a poor sampling of the magnificence 
that was the Beard Movement. 
Zebulon Vitruvius Pike

TESLACON:
THE ART OF THE

CONVENTION 1
10:00AM-11:30AM Pullman Car 2

Join HRH Hastings II as he takes you through 
the ten years that made TeslaCon-with the 
art that was created for each adventure. 
This lecture is from conventions 1-5. 
HRH Hastings II

SUNDERING
THE FILM

INDUSTRY 
10:00AM-11:30AM  Pullman Car 3

What does it take to take a film from 
concept to screen? Join me as I recount the 
story and trials of creating “Sundering the 
World Gate”. You will also get an exclusive 
first look at some of the early movie footage 
that was filmed over the summer. Don Vort

MONTAGUE
JACQUES FROMAGE

10:00AM-11:30AM Lecture
Meet one of Steampunk’s International 
men. This panel will have Montague talking 
about the Steampunk scene in Europe, 
what’s happening, why and what we can 
expect here in North America (in a few 
years). Montague Jacques Fromage

THE WARS OF 
SOUTH EAST ASIA 

1839-1905
2:00PM-3:00PM Pullman Car 2

The Wars of South East Asia have shaped our 
modern world. China has neither forgotten 
nor forgiven the “Unequal Treaties.” Japan 
when from a Feudal, Medieval States to 
defeating one of the Western Powers in a 
generation. France laid the foundations of 
the Vietnam War. Dr. St. John Cholmondeley-
Featherstonhaugh

DOC PHINEAS:
BEING AN 

EGYPTOLOGIST
2:00PM-3:00PM Pullman Car 3

Gather and hear the stories and adventures 
of Doc as he made his way through the land 
of the Pharaoh’s. A fun look at history and 
our guest of honor. Doc Phineas

NATIVE AMERICAN 
FINGER WEAVING

2:00PM-3:00PM Maker Room  
In this class you will learn simple finger 
weaving techniques of the woodland native 
Americans. You will make a narrow strip 
that will be great for a hat band, purse strap 
or outfit accent. Materials will be provided 
but you may bring your own yarn if desired. 
Lady Nichole McLaughlin

STEAMPUNK 
NERF GUN 

DUELS CONTEST
2:00PM-3:00PM Pullman Car 4

Please sign up “AT” the event! Instructions 
and formalities will be explained, before the 
battles begin! Eduardo Miguel Questell

A COURTESY OF 
COMPLIMENTS: 

COMPLIMENT DUELING
2:30PM-4:00PM Lecture

Whether it’s compliments at 50 paces, 
courtesies at dawn, or gallantry until first 
blush, Compliment Dueling has settled 
matters of honor, averted terrible strife and 
resulted in a few famous engagements. Join 
The Grand Arbiter and Madame Askew 
as they teach the ancient, honorable art 
of compliment dueling and host a small 
Compliment Dueling tourney, officially 
sanctioned by The Order of the Most 
Glorious Confederation of Compliment 
Duelists. Madame Askew / The Grand Arbiter

THE LEATHER
GEAR MEDALLION

WORKSHOP
10:00PM-11:30AM Maker Room

If you’ve ever wanted to learn some simple 
leather working skills, this is your workshop! 
A basic leather working make-and-take 
workshop, stamping and decorating a 2.5” 
leather gear. A variety of stamp designs to 
choose from, markers to decorate with, all 
materials and tools will be provided plus 
instruction. Workshop fee $5 per person.

DEALERS 
ROOM

Hours: 10:00AM-6:00PM 
(Open To All Attendees)

THE VICTORIAN
WEDDING

11:30AM-1:00PM Pullman Car 1
Learn about how weddings were designed 
before and after Victoria. See how many 
Wedding Traditions began by our late 
Queen. Kathryn Poe

THE MAD SCIENCE 
OF SODA FOUNTAINS: 

1889
11:30AM-1:00PM Pullman Car 2

Hear how druggists trying to make their 
liquid medicines go down better invented 
a billion dollar industry. While the image 
most people equate with a ‘soda fountain’ 
is the 1940’s and 50’s versions, that ignores 
almost 100 years of truly Mad Science. 
Jason R. Merrill

WHAT IS 
THE AETHER?

11:30AM-1:00PM Pullman Car 3
The luminiferous aether is nearly ubiquitous 
in steampunk but what is it really? How 
did the 19th Century understand this 
mysterious and magical material? How do 
we know that it doesn’t actually exist? Why 
can we go ahead and ignore that anyway 
when writing? Zebulon Vitruvius Pike

FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 15, 2019 INSECTS AND 

ODDITIES OF 
VICTORIAN FASHION 

3:00PM-4:00PM Pullman Car 1
From Arsenic green dresses, to jewelry made 
of hair, insects embroidered into fabric, and 
taxidermy bird hats, the Victorians knew 
how to stand out. Join me in a presentation 
on odd Victorian fashion, specifically 
focused on the oddities of macabre trends 
in clothing and accessories. Jamie Butler & 
Danielle McKinney

WOULD YOU RATHER READ: 
STEAMPUNK EDITION

3:00PM-4:00PM Pullman Car 2
Using a Q+A format based on the Would 
You Rather books, participants will learn 
about steampunk books for children and 
young adults through a series of book talks. 
Sarah Wendorf

GREAT WOMEN
OF CHINA’S PAST

3:00PM-4:00PM Pullman Car 3
Georgie S. will present two Empresses, a 
famous poet/scholar, three wives who were 
commentators on a classic opera, a martial 
arts hero, an early scientist, and the most 
successful pirate ever!

Georgie Schnobrich

PAPERCRAFTING
AND COLLAGE

3:00PM-4:00PM Maker Room
Get crafty with the designers at Starshine 
Plush. Come explore our collection of 
vintage magazines, retro ads, and recycled 
ephemera to create your very own pocket 
art. Calling cards, post cards, even a page for 
your passport, explore your own creativity 
with cut and paste. All supplies, materials 
and guidance are provided free of charge. 
All ages are welcome. Starshine Plush

THE COUNCIL
OF PEKING

IMMERSION EVENT
3:00PM-4:00PM Pullman Car 4

Following the Battle of the English Channel 
one year ago, the leading members of the 
world’s protective agencies have agreed 
to an Armistice against Tesla Rays on the 
scale of the armaments on the Brittania. 
Witness this historic moment as they sign 
the agreement and discuss the final points 
for the assent of the public. This act sets up 
the story for the weekend!



NEWTONIAN 
TEACUP DERBY 

“PREP TIME”
9:00AM-11:30AM Pullman Car 4

Tables and chairs provided, you bring 
the elbow grease and ideas. Create, make, 
tune-up and design your Derby vehicle.  
Anita Peterson

TESLACON 
ORIENT EXPRESS: 

A TRAVEL GUIDE
10:00AM-11:30AM Pullman Car 1

Welcome to your Travel Guide to all of 
our fabulous stops on the TeslaCon Orient 
Express! Come join us for everything you 
need to know (and some that you don’t) 
about Peking, Atyrau, Kiev, Budapest, 
Salzburg, the Swiss Alps, Paris, and our 
favorite, London! Kathryn & Stephen Poe

ESCAPE FROM THE 
ORIENT EXPRESS

10:00AM-11:30AM Pullman Car 3
You are trapped on the Orient Express 
with your fellow passengers. You must 
solve a series of clues and puzzles in order 
to leave the train. This escape room style 
game uses a Breakout EDU kit is based 
on Agatha Christie’s novel Murder on the 
Orient Express. Bring your thinking cap!  
Sarah Wendorf

DEALERS 
ROOM

Hours: 10:00AM-6:00PM 
(Open To All Attendees)

SIMPLE PUPPETS 
FOR THE KID 

IN ALL OF US
9:45AM-11:30AM Lecture

Can a plain sock become your new best 
friend? Using simple craft items and your 
own amazing ingenuity, you can make a 
delightful and fantastical creature. Put your 
own steampunk twist on the classic sock 
puppet or forge new identities for a wooden 
spoon or paintbrush. Dabbler Puppets

MAKE A LEATHER
STEAMPUNK 

EYEPATCH 
10:00AM-11:30AM Maker Room

A make & take leather workshop. Participants 
will make a riveted leather eyepatch that 
they can bling up, stamp, color, or just rivet 
it together. Instruction, materials, and tools 
will be provided. Workshop fee is $15, 
conchos are $5 each. RJ Lundgren

A TALE OF THE 
(VERY) 

DEEP SOUTH
11:30AM-12:30PM Pullman Car 1

The race for the South Pole was a contest 
not only among nations but between 
old and new technologies. In 1911-12, 
Norway’s Roald Amundsen and Britain’s R. 
Falcon Scott raced to claim the last place on 
earth unconquered by humankind. It was a 
pursuit that would lead one to victory and 
the other to tragedy. Author and historian 
Joy Reed likens their story to an Edwardian-
era Grail Quest: a saga of courage, folly, and 
human suffering that also represents the 
final chapter of the Age of Steam. Joy Reed

THE FATHER 
OF THE 

ORIENT EXPRESS
11:30AM-12:30PM Pullman Car 2

In 1870 George Nagelmackers offered the 
Belgian government to develop sleeper 
carriages for the European market. He called 
his proposal “Project for the installation 
of sleeping cars on the railways of the 
Continent.” However, the outbreak of the 
Franco-Prussian War delayed the granting 
of this authorization from the Belgian 
government and the establishment of the 
first sleeper carriage service. It took over 
him over a decade to launch his company. 
Come to learn the historical life and 
legend of the Father of the Orient Express. 
Hugo Sterling

HEALING GARDEN
OF MESOPOTAMIA

IMMERSION EVENT
11:30AM-12:30 PM Pullman Car 3

Lydia Sugarbaker Krieger, the world’s 
foremost surviving biologist and expert 
in advanced theoretical homeopathy and 
genetic transmogrification presents a 
master class in the application of ancient 
and recently discovered methods for timely 
reversal of certain maladies of the throat. 
Lydia Sugarbaker

DOC PHINEAS AND THE 
PARANORMAL TRAVELS 

OF A STEAMPUNK
11:30AM-12:30PM Lecture

Listen as “Doc” spins his yarns from 
around the globe about the paranormal 
and what it’s like being on paranormal 
television series.

SILICONE COATED 
FOAM 102

WORKSHOP
(TICKETED EVENT)

11:30AM-1:00PM Maker Room
Using 2-part Platinum cure Silicone to 
color, coat and texture soft polyurethane 
foam. 2-part Platinum silicone has no 
odor, and is available from distributors, 
sculpture and FX stores. Platinum Silicone 
needs to be thickened for some techniques.  
Tom McLaughlin

VICTORIAN 
WAY OF DEATH

11:45AM-1:15PM Pullman Car 4
Why do we wear black? Is it a coffin or 
casket? Why do we mourn the way we do? 
Let us walk back through time to see where 
our funeral traditions started, and answer 
some of todays questions about death and 
mourning. Melinda Mitchell

 
COG COUNTY FAIRE

May 28th-31st, 2020
www.CogCountyFaire.com

BUILDING A 
STEAMPUNK MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENT
12:30PM-1:30PM Pullman Car 1

Join Mitch Thompson and Gina Lorenz 
in showing you how, even with minimal 
tools and experience, to build your own 
playable musical instruments that you can 
Steampunk the heck out of. Mitch Thompson, 
Gina Lorenz

FASHION 
TO DIE FROM

12:30PM-1:30PM Pullman Car 2
What we wore was often deadly! Jeanine 
W. and Georgie S. will tell the horrifying 
history of arsenic green dyes, white led and 
cinnabar cosmetics, mercury mad hatters, 
tragic flaming ballerinas, the lure of Extreme 
Fashion, and the workers who perished to 
make us chic, and more. Georgie Schnobrich, 
Janine Wardale

THE HISTORY OF
KRAMPUS

12:30PM-1:30PM Pullman Car 3
Krampus history, Krampus Parade, then 
followed by the Krampus Wurst Lunch. 
HRH Hasting II

KRAMPUS
WURST LUNCH

12:30PM - 2:00PM
In the Dining Room Car Cafe

TRAVEL 
ACCESSORIES WITH 

BLACKBIRD FINERY
12:30PM-1:30PM Lecture

Jason R. Merrill of Blackbird Finery 
shows various items used by sophisticated 
travelers in the 1880s.

DOLL AND PLUSHIE 
TEA PARTY

12:30PM-1:30 PM Lecture
Bring your dolls or plushies to the 3rd 
Annual Doll & Plushie Tea Party. Tea & 
biscuits will be served along with surprises. 
Terresa Roden, Sari Stiles

CONTRASTING
MANAGEMENT STYLES

IMMERSION EVENT
1:30PM-3:00PM Pullman Car 1

Explore the fascinating world of how to 
get things done when something goes 
wrong! Examine where you fall on the 
scale between the styles and efficiencies 
of England’s Captain Croft (stiff upper 
lip and highly competent) and Russia’s 
Andrei Romanov (downing vodka by the 
liter and not a spy)....

DAVID LEE:
GREEN STEAM

JUNK TO ART
1:30PM-3:00PM Lecture

While recycling may seem a relatively 
new concept, it has in fact been around 
for thousands of years. It wasn’t until the 
Industrial Revolution of the “Victorian 
era” that it became cheaper to discard and 
purchase new. As Hatton Cross Steampunk 
creates fun personas and contraptions from 
this era, we also attempt to create a “green 
movement” as well. In this presentation 
David encourages the Steampunk enthusiast 
to re-use items that may be considered 
ordinary junk. He explores creative uses 
of everyday items, flea market finds and all 
around junk to create Steampunk works 
of art. David will display several of his 
creations and explain some of the obvious 

THE LADY OF LAUSANNE: 
AND YET SHE PERSISTS...

4:00PM-5:00PM Pullman Car 1
In these history filled true stories we trace 
the persistence of the Goddess over a 50,000 
year history as she takes on different guises 
and names all the way to the 1890’s when 
she appears as the Fata Viridi or ‘The Queen 
of Green Faeries’ that brought us Absinthe. 
From the Venus of Lausanne, through Isis 
Auset, to Aisatta, the sainted Notre Dame 
and more, she has and always will always be 
‘la Grande Dame du Lac’ or ‘The Lady of 
the Lake’. Lady Kate Henriott / Baba Teddy

A HISTORY OF THE 
ORIENT EXPRESS

4:00PM-5:00PM Pullman Car 2
There have been several train lines that 
proudly bore the moniker of ‘The Orient 
Express.’ Learn about the history of 
transcontinental train travel, the innovations 
that made it possible, and how it has 
captured the imaginations of travelers and 
writers. Phoebe Darqueling

HISTORY AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

OF AIRSHIPS
4:00PM-5:00PM Pullman Car 3

Dirigibles are a fixture of steampunk 
literature but what does it really take 
for them to fly and how did a century 
of technological development get them 
there? From the Montgolfier Brothers 
to Ferdinand von Zeppelin, from Ben 
Franklin’s airship commandos to luxury 
liners of the sky, from triumph to tragedy. 
Zebulon Vitruvius Pike

NOTABLE RECENT 
STEAMPUNK

4:00PM-5:00PM Lecture
Steampunk reviewer Gregory Rihn 
(Steampunk Chronicle, Steampunk Journal), 
author and game designer Bill Bodden 
(Check out his blog at billbodden.com) , 
and Tracy Benton, avid devourer of books, 
fan writer, and costumer, talk about recent 
books, comics, video and film Steampunks 
might want to know about. Gregory Rihn, 
Bil Bodden, Tracy Benton

MEET THE 
TEA SCOUTS

4:00PM-5:00PM Maker Room
Please join Madame Askew and the 
Grand Arbiter, two of the founders of the 
Tea Scouts, to learn about this charming 
organization and to review the fun events 
and adventures that have occurred since the 
inception of the Tea Scouts. Discover what 
it means to be a Tea Scout and become 
one yourself! Sip Salute! (This will be 
a fun introduction for new fans and for 
those looking to join-LB). Madame Askew,  
The Grand Arbiter

ELECTRONIC SOLUTIONS 
FOR THE OVER-AMBITIOUS 

NON-ENGINEER
5:00PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 1

Just as the title suggests, this panel is for 
those looking to bridge the gap between 
store bought electronics and wiring up your 
next masterpiece. We will focus on easy and 
affordable ways to add the bling to your 
project and being able to sustain it. We’ll 
focus on battery solutions, how to wire 
in items such as plasma globes and discs, 
safety, not catching your workshop on fire, 
and having fun achieving “shinny”. After 
all, why get dressed up if not to get the 
attention of your peers, family and friends? 
David Lee

TALISMANIC MAGIC 
5:00PM-7:00PM Pullman Car 2

Talismans and amulets have been employed 
in magic since antiquity. How did 
Victorian and Edwardian magic approach 
this subject? How has the Talismanic magic 
developed in the last 100 years? Sèitheach 
Macgregor, GSRA

VICTORIAN SPIRITUALISM
5:00PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 3

Author and historian Joy Reed explores the 
origins of Victorian Spiritualism, traces its 
major trends, and demonstrate tricks of the 
trade used by fraudulent mediums during 
Spiritualism’s heyday. (Joy is a wonderful 
speaker and you will learn wonderful new 
things at her talk-LB). Joy Reed

LGBTQ+ 
STEAMPUNK MIXER

5:00PM-6:00PM Lecture
Join us for a queer-friendly Steampunk 
mixer!  Come play board games, make 
leather pronoun patches, or just mingle 
and chat with your fellow LGBTQ+ 
Steampunks and allies!  All are welcome! 
Nix Johnston

SILICONE COATED 
FOAM 101

(TICKETED EVENT)
5:00PM-7:00PM Maker Room

Using 1-part Silicone Caulking to color, 
coat and texture soft polyurethane foam. 
Silicone Caulking comes as a thick trowel-
able paste and smells of vinegar. It can be 
found at most paint and hardware stores. 
Silicone Caulking needs to be thinned 
with a solvent for some techniques.  
Tom McLaughlin

CREATING VIRTUAL REALITY 
AND VIRTUAL TOURS: 
TRAVELING AT TESLACON 

6:00PM-7:00PM Pullman Car 1
In this maker session, participants will 
learn how to create a virtual tour. Take 360 
degree photos with the Cardboard Camera 
app. These pictures can then be used in 
Google Tour Creator to create a virtual 
tour complete with hotspots of information 
or sound bytes. (Google Tour Creator does 
require the use of a computer to create). 
Sarah Wendorf

TEA ROOM 
Hours: 10:00AM - 6:00PM

(Entrance stamp must be purchased at registration)

LADIES 
STEAMPUNK 
SELF DEFENSE
9:00AM-11:00AM Pullman Car 2

Instruction in methods of self defense 
for ladies, use of “innocent items” (to be 
found to hand) as weapons, discussion of 
appropriately Steampunk and Victorian era 
weapons, how to use your male escort as 
a meat shield. How to avoid prosecution 
in the Victorian era. Physical exertion and 
sweating may be involved. Not for the faint 
of heart. Dayon Stormhawk

A HERMETIC 
RITUAL OF TRAVEL

10:30PM Pullman Car 1
Hermes was the god of travel, 
communication and magic. This example 
of Victorian ritual combines all three aspect 
and demonstrates how they are combined. 
The Order of the Ruby Ankh

DRINKS OF THE 
GREAT DETECTIVES

10:00PM-11:00PM Pullman Car 2
What did Hercule Poirot like a sip on while 
solving the most murderous cases? Find out 
just what Miss Marple like to imbibe. What 
about Nero Wolfe, or Sherlock Holmes. Did 
Father Dowling dip into the sacramental 
wine on occasion? Calamity Labs

MAKING CHANGE,
VICTORIAN MONEY

9:00AM-10:00AM Pullman Car 3
Know your shillings from your sovereigns? 
How many pennies are in a pound? Learn 
about British coinage in the 19th century 
and how it developed through the centuries.

ORIENTAL 
STAB-BOUND 

LEDGER BOOK
9:00AM-10:00AM Maker Room

Make a hand-bound book perfect for 
keeping track of your weekend on the 
Orient Express. Your kit will include: exotic 
paper covers, text pages, waxed linen, coins 
or beads and origami paper for decorating 
the cover. Carol (Lady Fontayne Pen-ship, 
Steamstress) Thomas

AURORA AIRSHIP PRESENTS: 
VA-VA-VICTORIAN!

10:00PM-11:30PM Pullman Car 3
The crew from the Airship Aurora has 
drawn in acts from around our community 
to showcase in this new, exciting 
extravaganza! This cabaret will feature 
many different styles of acts that were 
common in Victorian Burlesque, and could 
have steampunk spins on them. Between 
our excellent performers, we will let you 
know what was common for the Victorian 
time, and how the burlesque scene evolved.  
Strict 18 plus show, you must show IDs! NO 
photo’s or recording allowed.

JAMES NEATHERY
COMEDY

10:00PM Lecture
Yes, you have to hear it to believe it! His 
first time at a convention doing stand-up.

OPENING CEREMONIES
FRIDAY AT 7:30 PM 
IN THE STATE CAR

Costume Contest & Runway, Followed by Dublin O’Shea

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 16, 2019



and not-so-obvious items that create the 
“Contraptions of False Perception”. This 
presentation is ideal for the Steampunk 
enthusiast that is on a tight budget; those 
that are searching for inspiration and ideas; 
or those artists that wish to utilize more 
“found items” in their art. David will also 
discuss easy ways to incorporate low voltage 
electronics to enhance your projects and 
whole-heartily invites you to be a part of 
this “Green Steam” movement. 

 
COGS & CORSETS

June 5th-7th, 2020
www.CogsAndCorsetsIL.com

TOASIM AND 
CONFUCIANISM

2:00PM-3:00PM  Pullman Car 3
An examination of the Chinese religion, 
Toasism, and philosophy of Confucianism 
have dominated China for 2,500. What are 
they, how have they shaped China, and what 
influence have they had on the western 
mystery tradition from the 19th century. 
Sèitheach Macgregor, GSRA

METALLIC, 
ANTIQUED AND DISTRESSED 

SILICONE FINISHES
(TICKETED EVENT)
1:30PM-3:00PM Maker Room

A variety of finishes and materials will be 
used to make silicone coated foam look 
steampunk. Techniques and finishes are 
also applicable to molded and cast silicone. 
(This panel is directly after the SILICONE 
COATED FOAM 102 WORKSHOP). 
Tom McLaughlin

WHERE IS 
STEAMPUNK GOING?

2:00PM-3:00PM Pullman Car 4
Guest Panel- With Airship Ambassador 
leading the discussion. Bring your lunch, 
sit and listen to those who travel and see 
the world of steam. The Airship Ambassador, 
Doc Phineas, Montague Jacques Fromage, James 
Neathery, Karianne Gottschalk

DANCE INSTRUCTION 
FOR THE BALL

2:00PM-3:00PM State Car
Join Vardo with Dancemaster Jason Ottman. 
New dances to be introduced!

3:45PM State Car
Practice for Witches Dance at 3:45pm 
(Only those participating in the Witches’ 
Dance are to stay afterwards)

MICHIGAN STEAM EXPO
June 26th-28th, 2020

www.MichiganSteamExpo.com 

OUR CORSETS, 
OURSELVES

3:00PM-4:30PM Pullman Car 1
Are you uncomfortable in your corset? Are 
you unsure about shape, material, lacings, and 
style? Those days are over! As requested, this 
lecture will reprise last year’s presentation 
‘You Can’t Crush Your Enemies If Your 
Corset Is Crushing You’ with even greater 
focus on navigating the various styles and 
shapes of corsets to choose the one that will 
be best for your figure. There will also be 
a bit of historical myth busting, as well as 
tips and tricks for wearing your corset with 
comfort and panache! Sarah Faltese

JAMES NEATHERY 
OF METAL AND 

LEATHER CRAFTING 
3:00PM-4:30PM Pullman Car 2

James talks about how he creates items  as  a 
maker, using the basics for steampunks!

19TH CENTURY
NATIONALISM

3:00PM-4:30PM Pullman Car 3
The 19th century European political map 
was constantly being redrawn. One of the 
forces behind these changes was a rising 
tide of nationalism in which various groups 
of people sought countries to call their own. 
This struggle for sovereignty and territory 
is a major cause of the first World War. 
Cassie Beyer

IRON 
TAXONOMIST

3:00PM-4:30PM Lecture 
Join in the fun and absurd Steampunk folly 
of creating story about items you have 
never seen before! A great way to sit, laugh 
and create. Hosted by Anita Peterson.

CARVE YOUR OWN 
PASSPORT STAMP

3:00PM-4:30PM Maker Room
You will design and carve your own seal 
(stamp). Your kit includes carving tools and 
ink pad; as a bonus, you may quickly hand 
sew a small fabric pouch for transporting 
your stamp and ink. Carol Thomas

GRANDILOQUENT 
WORD OF THE DAY

SPELLING BEE
3:00PM-4:30PM Pullman Car 4

Contestants must sign up in the Atrium 
before hand.

THE PEOPLE OF 
TESLACON, PART 2

4:30PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 1
Come see more images from previous 
years of TeslaCon. We covered the first 4 or 
5 years last year - now come see the rest.  
Nora Mai, Bruce Mai

UNWRAPPING 
THE VICTORIAN LADY AND 

DISROBING THE VICTORIAN GENT
4:30PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 2

Join Madame Askew, the Grand Arbiter, and 
their handsome valets as they demystify and 
defrock the Victorian lady and gentleman. 
Take this saucy guided tour through the 
many layers of frocks, frills, and foibles as 
they unveil the undergarments hiding 
under that buttoned up Victorian exterior. 
Madame Askew / The Grand Arbiter

REMEMBER THE TIME 
I WAS AMAZING WITH 

SHERLOCK HOLMES
IMMERSION EVENT

4:30PM-6:00PM Pullman Car 3
Being reminiscence, a reminder and a 
recollection of the dreadful and dire 
circumstance in which one Sherlock 
Holmes of London singlehandedly saved 
the cause of peace with the assistance 
of his betrothed prior to everything 
becoming once again imperiled. A 
Miss Alice Harp of London will be in 
attendance to interpret for the layman.

TOM MCLAUGHLIN
PORTFOLIO REVIEWS

9:00PM Maker Room
Bring your artwork and discuss it with Tom. 

FORBIDDEN 
IMAGES…UND YA!

11:00PM-12:30PM Pullman Car 2
Admiral & Frau Krieger take you into 
the forbidden world of shocking photo’s. 
+18 panel.

WINTER 
EMERGENCY

SURVIVAL
4:30PM 6:00PM Lecture 2

Methods of survival in conditions of 
extreme cold. Will include methods 
of making pre-prepped items that 
would increase the chances of survival.  
Dayon Stormhawk

THE ART OF 
IRIS FOLDING

4:30PM-6:00PM Maker Room
Iris Folding involves creasing multiple 
strips of colored paper to form a specific 
design. The designs’ center is reminiscent of 
the iris diaphragm found in a camera lens.  
Barbara Stadtler

5:00PM ATRIUM 
Wedding of Earl Grey

IMPERIAL
DINNER

6:00PM Pullman Car 4
(Tickets were purchased in advance)

Please have your tickets ready and l 
et the attendant at the door know  

what meal you have ordered.

MAGIC 
INVOCATION

11:00PM-12:30PM Pullman Car 3
Have in the two previous years covered 
Magical Evocation and Enochian Magic, 
the next practical demonstration will cover 
the art of magical Invocation. How does 
this differ from Evocation, how and why 
you would employ this technique. Sèitheach 
Macgregor, GSRA, Elliott James and ORCA

Sun day
NOVEMBER 17, 2019

MAKE YOUR OWN 
STEAMPUNK 

PENDANT OR RING
9:00AM-10:00AM Lecture

We will talk about where to find 
components, what tools and supplies to use 
to make jewelry. We will then create a one of 
a kind piece of jewelry with kits provided. 
$20 fee for materials with upgrades available. 
Kerri Hirsh Upton Instructor

SILICONE PAINTING 
WORKSHOP 

(TICKETED EVENT)
9:00AM-11:00AM Maker Room

Silicone “PAINT” is made by adding silicone-
safe pigments to liquid silicone rubber.

The difference between colored silicone 
and silicone paint is the amount of 
pigment used. Silicone paint has a higher 
concentration of pigment.

Painting with silicone is different than 
with acrylic out oil paint, and all will be 
explained. Sample swatches on foam and 
siliconized paper will be made using a 
variety of methods including brush, stipple, 
wash and sponge techniques.

TEA DERBY RACERS 
AND SPLENDID 

TEA POT RACING…
AT ITS FINEST!
9:30AM-12:00PM State Car

In the most unbelievable course ever 
created…year 10 outdoes itself!

TEA ROOM 
Hours: 10:00AM - 1:00PM

(Entrance stamp must be purchased at registration)

THE ART OF 
TESLACON 2

10:00AM-11:00AM Pullman Car 1
10 years of art and design. A look back at all 
of the signage and décor that has made this 
convention. This lecture is from conventions 
6-10. HRH Hastings II

THE CURIOUS 
LORE OF 

PRECIOUS STONES
10:00AM-11:00AM Pullman Car 2

Join us for legends and myths about stones 
and gems, precious & semi-precious. From 
those on the late Queen’s jewels to the rings 
on your fingers. Kathryn & Stephen Poe

STEAMPUNK IN 
THE CLASSROOM

10:00AM-11:00AM Pullman Car 3
See how Teachers and Librarians are 
incorporating STEAM and steampunk into 
your future’s education!  This session will 
include examples of how we are currently 
incorporating, how you can incorporate or 
promote into your local schools, and a share 
session on ideas in promoting Steampunk 
in your local schools. Bethany Davis

OFFICIAL BEARD 
AND MUSTACHE 

COMPETITION
10:00AM-11:00AM Lecture 2

Exhibit your facial hair for fun and prizes. 
Categories to include: Best Groomed, 
Most Elaborate, Best Poirot, and Best Faux. 
Sponsored by The BrassGears Adventurers 
Society. BrassGears Adventure Society

THE PROMETHEAN SOCIETY’S 
9TH ANNUAL 

FAIR OF MAD SCIENCE 
PLUS

SUITCASE COMPETITION
10:00AM-12:30PM Pullman Car 4

EVERYONE should visit, and most should 
enter! Show off your Steampunk creativity.

SIGN UP STARTING THURSAY IN 
THE ATRIUM!

VARDO THE BAND
10:00AM-11:00AM TEA ROOM

Vardo the Band will be in the Tea room 
for an hour to meet and greet- Buy your 
CD’s there!

DEALERS 
ROOM

Hours: 10:00AM-3:00PM 
(Open To All Attendees)

 

CHINA AND 
THE WESTERN 

IMAGINATION
11:00AM-12:00PM Pullman Car 1

The changing views of China and Japan in 
western imagination. How the interactions 
with two powers influenced western culture 
and society. From Charles Dickens, Gilbert 
and Sullivan, Sax Romer and even Michael 
Crichton interaction with the orient has 
shaped our view these powers: lands of 
imagination and opportunity. Dr. St. John 
Cholmondeley-Featherstonhaugh

TESALATION  II:
PART 2

11:00AM-12:00PM Pullman Car 2
Telling Stories from his ‘Teslation’ series, 
author Baba Teddy (Ted Jauw) introduces 
his second installment in the serial. Using 
true stories, paranormal places, myths, 
legends, cryptozoology and real people from 
history, the author weaves a tale that time 
travels from a place near TeslaCon and ends 
up at the Columbia Exposition of 1893 in 
a climactic Aeroship Battle over Tesla’s ‘City 
of Light’. The second novel begins in a place 
named after James Madison and who knows 
where or how it will end... Baba Teddy

GOING TO WAR 
ON THE RAILS

11:00AM-12:00PM Pullman Car 3
Throughout the 19th & 20th cent, many 
nations saw new ways of using the rail 
roads. It allowed for technological changes 
in adding armor and weapons. This panel 
will focus on how armored trains were 
used in the period of the 1880s-1920s. 
Rory James Silverstein

SUPER MECHANICS
FOR DUMMIES

IMMERSION EVENT
11:00AM-12:00PM Lecture

Dr Montgomery Krieger and his assistants 
will demonstrate for the public the latest 
developments in Tesla power enhanced, 
steam driven, automatonic design. Having 
mastered the miniaturization of once 
enormous engines and motivators, Dr 
Krieger will present on how you can apply 
awesome power to everyday tasks.

THRIFTERS 
SHOW AND TELL

11:00AM-12:00PM Maker Room
Thrifting your Steampunk Costume: Show 
and Tell. Audience participation time! 
This is your opportunity to describe how 
you turned thrifted ‘finds’ into steampunk 
treasure. During this panel we will have 
‘Swap Tables’ where you can bring things 
you don’t need and take someone else’s 
unused objects. Mary Prince

A PROJECT FOR 
ANNOYING THE ENEMY

12:00PM-1:30PM Pullman Car 1
The potential of undersea warships was 
always understood but it was during the 19th 
Century that submersibles came of age. This 
is the development of submarine warfare 
and the pioneers that risked everything in 
the silent world. Zebulon Vitruvius Pike

BEGINNING PATTERN 
MANIPULATION 

AND DRAFT PATTERNS
12:00PM-1:30PM Pullman Car 2

Ever had an amazing idea for a costume 
but can’t seem to find a sewing pattern 
that works? Have a passion for historically 
accurate attire but looking at an old 
Godey’s Lady’s Book for patterns is just 
confusing? This panel will help flesh 
out your understanding of these things 
to build confidence in yourself to begin 
projects you’ve only dreamed about. Belle 
& Michelle are your hosts!

VICTORIAN MEDICINE
A REVOLUTION IN SCIENCE

12:00PM-1:30PM Pullman Car 3
Have a cough? Try some morphine. Looking 
for a gift for that special someone? How 
about a gold syringe? Have you read the 
morning paper – some quack says diseases 
are caused by tiny beasts called germs! The 
Victorian era was one of rapid scientific 
change in many areas of western society. 
Germ theory, and the advent of antiseptic 
technique forever changed the practice of 
medicine.

As a Nurse Practitioner I find it fascinating 
to study where we have been and compare 
it to the standards of today. This presentation 
will go into the history of Victorian 
medicine and discuss some of the more 
peculiar practices of the past. Virginia Rady

THE MYSTICAL ORDER OF THE
AETHERNAUGHT BROTHERHOOD

12:00PM-1:30PM Lecture
A session with the Steampunk Pope. New 
member “Wings” ceremony, presentation 
about MOAB with Q&A session. Learn 
more about the Order and their mission, 
what “Reddere in Ante” means, and 
maybe even become a part of the world-
wide organization.

The Steampunk Pope, His Radiance, Brother 
Barnabas Brass-Boilerplate & The Steampunk 
Papal Envoy, Viscount Eastman Wesley Archardt III

CLOSING CEREMONIES
Sunday at 1:30PM in the State Car

TOM  MCLAUGHLIN 
3:00PM-4:30PM Pullman Car 1

An informal setting where Tom will talk 
about his life creating and making creatures 
and efx for film and television. Everyone 
is invited. This is where you ask questions 
about The Dark Crystal and Star Wars! 
OPEN TO EVERYONE!

VILLAINS
BALL

SATURDAY AT 7:30 PM 
IN THE STATE CAR

Frau Perchta “Hexen” Dance At Intermission



Sunday, november 10, 1889 GreetinGS, readerS. my name iS Sherlock holmeS. normally, i allow my 
companion, dr. John watSon, to handle my correSpondence, but due to a recent court-mandated 
confinement within my quarterS, i have diScovered the preSence of mind to reSpond to Some of the 
inquirieS of my more overeaGer devoteeS. i Shall endeavor to do So within thiS eSteemed periodi-
cal, at leaSt until my brother deiGnS to wire the neceSSary fundS for bail, or i can diSaSSemble the 
lockinG SyStem the police have placed upon my windowS.

 Dear Mr Holmes....

All my quills have gone missing. I suspect feline 
or dandy involvement, each for entirely different 
reasons. I’m fairly certain to catch the dandy I 
would leave out an assortment of dashing cravat 
pins. But how would I go about catching a feline 
in the act?

Jessica D., Acclaimed Author, Cat Fancier, 
and Dandy Enthusiast

You would be amazed how much 
overlap exists in the desires of both cat 
and dandy. The key difference being, 
while a dandy will abscond with your 
quill so as to write dreary poetry about 
the joyless, Caligulan excesses mandated 
by their upper-class social calendar, the 
feline will more often simply knock 
the quill and inkwell off the table and 
consider their duty fulfilled.

I recommend searching upon the carpet 
under the table for the missing quills. 
Failing that, place a fine wineglass under 
a weight-activated cage in your study. It 
shall bait and ensnare both dandy and 
feline - the former shall approach it so 
he may titter at the empty decadence it 
signifies, the latter so she can knock it 
over.

Dear Mr. Holmes, I fear that my fiancée may be 
unfaithful to me. You see, she’s always out on her 
bicycle, and I heard that the contraption can give 
women strange ideas about freedom and excess. 
How can I deter her from it?

Max J., Aeronautic Explorer

You’ve made two grave errors - firstly, in 
possessing such a satanic contraption, for 
no man nor woman was meant to travel 
at such a speed in any environment 
where automobiles are present. Having 
known more than my share of London’s 
auto enthusiasts, I say it is only a matter 
of time before you’re minced into black 
pudding by some drunken teamster if 
you continue to make use of such an 
instrument.

Secondly, your wife is almost certainly 

nationwide network of sock thieves who 
have dedicated themselves to removing 
individual socks from laundry baskets 
and replacing them with unused spoons.

Esteemed Mr. Holmes

Someone within my office of employ keeps eating 
others’ lunches. We cannot identify the dastardly 
culprit. The laxative trick provided no discernible 
identifying behavior modification, nor did the 
mousetrap in the brown bag produce any tell-
tale snapping noise. We are far too engaged with 
errands to employ a full-time station guard, so 
I turn to you for tips. How to identify such a 
scoundrel?

Chris W., Very Hungry

Finally, a case of some substance!

I recommend laying a dangerous but 
unobtrusive trap near the icebox. Some 
manner of mechanical grasping device 
should serve, a phlogiston detonator 
would likely impact the surviving 
lunches. A bear trap, perhaps, could be 
disguised as a discarded shoe or tasteful 
flower arrangement upon the floor.

Failing that, you could begin poisoning 
the lunches. If someone does not return 
to work the next day, you have your 

having an affair, but depending on your 
attitude towards her, the first issue may 
well solve the latter.

Dear Mr. Holmes,

Where are my spectacles?

Susy L., Avid Motorist

Consider glassing your eyes, they are 
much more difficult to lose.

Dear friend, 

Do you think a gal who travels around for her 
job would ever be happy settling in one place after 
marriage?

Sir Earl Gray, Actually An Octopus

The minds of women are a mystery to 
me, but the behaviors of octopodes more 
logical.

Consider creating a superior garden 
to attract this fine female invertebrate, 
decorate it with shiny rocks and bits 
of shell and the latest gramophone 
records from Barry Manilow. Consider 
demonstrating your spiritual convictions 
with a nice shrine to Cthulhu, decorated 
with ichor and human skulls. Give 
thought also to what public schools 
are within easy distance of the garden 
- women cephalopods appreciate the 
kind of forethought where they won’t 
need to concern themselves over how 
many hundreds of their spawn might 
be devoured by pistol shrimp whilst 
returning from lessons. All of these 
things combined should promote a 
mutual willingness to settle down.

If all else fails, secrete male hormones 
into your strongest tentacle, tear it off, 
and present it to her with a nice cheese 
plate. This demonstrates commitment, 
which I am assured women enjoy.

Dear Mr. Holmes, where do all those socks go?

Paul A., Storyteller and Popular Entertainer

As near as I can determine, there is a 

culprit.

This is a tricky one. I’ll give you Watson’s 
postal address so we may communicate.

Mr. Holmes,

I’ve been a huge fan of your column and escapades 
for quite a long while (Excellent job sticking it to 
Scotland Yard). Your intellect, resourcefulness, and 
commitment to truth all lead me to believe that 
you alone can unfold this mystery: Is Mr. Watson 
available, and more importantly, what is his type?

Thank you. Doctor Watson is rarely 
available, as most days he is off practicing 
medicine or resetting my bones after an 
explosion in my lab.

I’m unsure what you mean by “type” so 
I shall offer all the options I know:

• Sport:  association football

• Flower: peony

• Alcoholic beverage: white wine  
 with club soda

• Music: Baroque, latin jazz

•  Tea: earl gray

•  Font: papyrus

•  Fish: icelandic cod

•  Sexual partner: curvaceous  
 female blonde

•  Seasoning: smoked paprika

Dear Mr. Holmes- 

Bobbins has lost his mustache. It was last seen 
crawling onto the Orient Express in a futile 
attempt to escape. Please advise.

Ann F., Bun Seller, Definitely Not SWARM.

While I detest SWARM with every 
moral, intellectual, physical AND 
metaphorical bone in my body, I find 
common ground with them on the topic 
of Bobbins mustache. I must reluctantly 
but enthusiastically absent myself from 
this case for the good of the empire. That 
mustache is in a better place.

ASK SHERLOCK


